	
Theme :      A Sense of Place  -  Maps of Memories            Year 4/5/6                  Time 5 hours                                     
  


	LEARNING INTENTIONS 
Main Geographical Skills 
1. Enquiry/investigation through fieldwork e.g. Using GIS
2. Locating places.
Other skills 

1. Thinking: (PLAN) asking questions, planning enquiries, (DEVELOP) gather, sort and (REFLECT) evaluate information.
2. Communication: communicate geographical understanding through the use of maps, imagery and specialist terminology.
3. Number: application of number skills in fieldwork to measure, gather and record data, and to understand plans and maps.
4. ICT: accessing the internet for maps; use GIS to identify relationships and patterns; use PDA’s in fieldwork to gather and organise information.


	
Context (range):   The Local Area - school grounds

In this unit the local area, and in particular an aspect of the school grounds are used as the context for the investigation. However, this could be extended in to further investigations/fieldwork enquiries of the geography of the local area such as traffic surveys, environmental quality, shopping, housing patterns, microclimate studies and any local issues.




	KEY QUESTIONS
	TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES
	RESOURCES



	Where is this place and where are the happiest places?
Why is it like it is and why are some places happier than others?
What makes people feel happy about a particular place and what memories does this place hold for me? What could be done to cheer up places?
When has this place been important to       me? 

Whose place is it? Who has particular feelings for these places?

	1.  Use photographs to explore different places within the school grounds. Sort and classify photos, use relevant geographical terms to describe places. 
2.  Use emotion charts or thinking webs to consider likes and dislikes in the school grounds, and describe the range of emotions and feelings that different places invoke e.g. happy, sad, painful, frightening. In pairs pupils discuss an image of one place around the school to explore how different people feel about the place. Think, pair, share.
3.  Using 5 W’s frame to suggest and  identify key questions which will form the basis of the enquiry into people’s feelings towards different places around the school.
4.  Use a KWHL grid or ‘Six Thinking Hats’ to identify the evidence which will be needed and to plan how this will be collected.
5.  Use paper maps to suggest places for study

6.  Consider how the evidence and conclusions will be presented.
7.  Conduct fieldwork to collect data and record on paper maps and survey sheets, or PDA.
8.  Making sense of data. Use GIS and /or other presentation software to communicate findings and explain patterns. Describe any spatial patterns of happy/sad memories.
9.  Complete the KWHL grid to summarise what has been learnt. Answer the enquiry questions set by pupils. Compare results with others.
10.  What conclusions can be made? Does everyone feel the same ways about different places around the school?
11.  Evaluation and reflection on learning. What if you zoomed out to a wider scale? Would everyone in a town or village feel the same way about different parts of that place.? What can you learn from your conclusions about feelings towards different places? What did you learn from this enquiry? How could you improve upon your enquiry?
12.  Complete a reflection triangle for pupils to reflect on how they learnt.
(meta-cognition).

	· Photographs
· Paper maps of school grounds
· Digital mapping 1:1250, 1:10000 1:50000 OS maps
· GIS software(AEGIS is used in the school examples shown)
· Presentation software
· PDA’s (if available)
· Oblique and vertical aerial photographs
· Survey sheets
· Audio descriptions
· Thinking skills  tools,  5 W’s frame, Thinking Hats, emotion charts, reflection triangles, KWHL grid, 
· Peer and self assessments
· Video



Assessment    Enquiry /investigating
Use the characteristics from the appropriate level descriptors in the New Curriculum orders (see next page) to indicate progress and give an indicative level for pupils’ outcomes under the 4 main skills strands.
Completion of the suggested activities in this unit would give opportunity for attainment up to level 5 in investigating and aspects of communicating.
Geography Level Descriptors – 2008 (Final)
	
	Range
	Locating
	Understanding
	Investigating
	Communicating

	1
	Pupils show knowledge and understanding   of their immediate locality.


	They describe where they are, using everyday terms, draw a simple map and follow directions
	They recognise features of specific places and are aware that some change 


	They find answers to  simple questions about places  using resources provided

	They   express their views on features of places.



	2
	Pupils show knowledge and understanding of different localities.
	They find information from a map, draw simple maps with symbols and are aware of compass directions. 
	They describe the natural and human features of different localities and recognise how some change. They recognise that people’s actions affect the environment
	They ask   simple questions, make observations, collect information indoors and outdoors and find answers using resources provided
	They express their views about the environment of a locality.  

	3
	Pupils show   knowledge and understanding of different localities and environments 


	They use globes and maps to find   information about places and draw maps using a key, symbols and understand directions


	They recognise simple comparisons and offer some reasons for the natural and human features of different localities They recognise that people have impacts on their environment.
	They ask and respond to a  range of simple questions, observe, collect and record information indoors and outdoors and find answers to their investigations
	They express   their views about places, supported with some reasons and recognise that people have different views. They present information in a variety of ways.  

	4
	Pupils show knowledge and understanding of places, environments and issues at more than one scale


	They use direction, distance, and simple co-ordinates on maps, in atlases and on globes   to locate places, and draw maps using a key  and appropriate symbols. They begin to recognise   patterns of obvious distributions of places and how they are connected
	They begin to explain the natural and human features of different localities and how and why places are different They identify straight forward causes and consequences of change and show some understanding of how people’s actions, including their own, can   improve or damage the environments.
	They suggest relevant questions, observe, collect, measure and record relevant data, in and out of doors and organise information to present straight forward conclusions to their investigations.


	They express their own views and begin to take account of other peoples’ views and opinions on geographical issues. They present information and ideas using some geographical terms and appropriate methods.  



	5
	Pupils show knowledge and understanding of a range of places, environments and issues at more than one scale.


	They locate places accurately, use map coordinates, understand distance and direction and draw maps with a sense of scale and proportion. They describe   obvious geographical patterns and how places are inter connected


	They describe and offer explanations for the characteristic natural and human features of different localities They identify reasons for the differences between places and describe how processes and the role of people in managing their environment result in changes to places
	They ask relevant questions and suggest sequences, collect, accurately measure and record relevant data from different resources including from field work. They use evidence and draw plausible conclusions from their investigation


	They evaluate different opinions to help form and express their own views and make decisions including about current geographical issues. They communicate their understanding using correct but geographical vocabulary and by selecting appropriate methods.




